traditional good virtues of a person: standing for truth and not yielding to oppression or pressure from those who are powerful and wealthy. The hollowness of the trunk of the bamboo symbolizes another virtue-humility.
For centuries, bamboo has been a very popular subject for Chinese ink-brush paintings and poetry. Its long life makes it a Chinese symbol of longevity. It has a profound meaning in Confucian iconography. Bamboo for the Chinese is much more than a plant. According to Confucian teachings, human characteristics correspond with those of a bamboo. The plant's straight stem is the symbol of moral strength, pliant yet unbreakable by the adverse winds. Its knot represents harmonious integration with others. The branches represent flexibility. The hollow inside of the bamboo stalk symbolizes the purged clarity of mind, or the absence of chaos, that is a prerequisite for constructive thinking. The leaves symbolize subtlety and the poetic mind.
There is a well-loved poem in praise of bamboo by the famous Chinese writer, poet, artist, calligrapher, pharmacologist, and statesman, Su Shi , also known as Su Dongpo (1037-1101) of the Song Dynasty , which reads as follows:
, , . It is translated as follows: "I would rather eat meals without meat, but cannot live at a place without bamboos. A meatless diet causes a person to be thin, while lack of bamboo makes a person vulgar and materialistic." 
